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Q)Examine the potential of river interlinking India to ensure greater 
equity in the water distribution by enhancing the availability of water 
in drought prone and rainfed area.



❖ The river interlinking project aims to link India’s rivers by a network of 
reservoirs and canals that will allow for their water capacities to be shared 
and redistributed. 

❖ Some experts claim that this will reduce persistent floods in some parts and 
water shortages in other parts besides facilitating the generation of 
hydroelectricity for an increasingly power hungry country.

Potential of River linking projects 

❑ India receives most of its rain during monsoon season from June to September, some 
places which will have shortage of water. Interlinking of rivers will help these areas to have 
water throughout the year. 

❑ This will cut farmers dependence on monsoon rains by bringing millions of hectares of 
cultivatable land under irrigation.

❑ Crop productivity would increase and so would revenues for the State.

❑ The river linking project will ease the water shortages in western and southern India while 
mitigating the impacts of recurrent floods in eastern India. 



❖ India needs clean energy to fuel its development processes, and river 
water can be leveraged for this. 

❖ Fulfilling water needs impact socio-economic life of people which will 
help end poverty. 

❖Need for interlinking of rivers to prevent inter-state water disputes. 

❖ Potential benefits to transportation through navigation, as well as 
broadening income sources in rural areas through fishing. 

Potential challenges of River inter-linking

❑ Interlinking of rivers is a very expensive proposal. The amount required for these 
projects is so huge that government will have to take loans from the foreign sources

❑ The river interlinking project will adversely affect land, forests, biodiversity, rivers and 
the livelihood of millions of people. 

❑ The Ken-Betwa link threatens about 200 sq. km of the Panna tiger reserve.



❖ Less than positive experience that other countries have, like diversion of 
Amu Darya and the Syr Darya or the Australia’s experiments in its Murray 
Darling basin. 

❖ It causes massive displacement of people. Huge burden on the 
government to deal with the issue of rehabilitation of displaced people.

Way forward

❖ Need to build the responsibility, capability and accountability in our water 
management institutions to revive our rivers. 

❖ The judicious use of canal water, growing crops that are appropriate to a 
region, encouraging drip irrigation and reviving traditional systems such as 
tanks.

❖ Invest in water conservation, more efficient irrigation and better farm 
practices.



Ken-Betwa link project

CONTEXT

❖ Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday laid 

the foundation stone for the Ken-Betwa river-linking 

project in Madhya Pradesh’s Khajuraho, aimed at 

solving the water woes of the Bundelkhand region, 
spread across parts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya 

Pradesh. 

❖ The project is estimated to cost around ₹45,000 
crore.



Ken Betwa link project

▪ The Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP) is the river interlinking 
project that aims to transfer surplus water from the Ken 
River in Madhya Pradesh (MP) to Betwa in Uttar Pradesh 
(UP) to irrigate the drought-prone Bundelkhand region.

▪ The project involves building a 77-metre tall and a 2-km 
wide Dhaudhan dam (to be built within Panna Tiger 
Reserve) and a 230-km canal.

▪ Ken-Betwa is one of the 30 river interlinking 
projects conceived across the country.

Significance:
▪ It will not only accelerate the water conservation by 

construction of a multipurpose dam but will also produce 
103 MW of hydropower and will supply drinking water to 62 
lakh people.

https://www.drishtiias.com/state-pcs-current-affairs/panna-tiger-reserve-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/state-pcs-current-affairs/panna-tiger-reserve-1


❖ “The major river valley projects of India were based 
on the vision of Babasaheb Ambedkar. The Central 
Water Commission exists today because of the 
efforts of Dr. Ambedkar.

❖ The Ken-Betwa project would bring prosperity to 
the droughtprone Bundelkhand region. 



Scrap Free Movement Regime with myanmar

Context

▪ Months after announcing that the Free Movement 
Regime (FMR) along the Myanmar border has been 
entirely suspended, the Union Home Ministry has 
brought in fresh protocol to regulate the movement of 
people living within 10 kilometres on either side of the 
largely unfenced international border.



About Free Movement Regime (FMR):

❖ Under the FMR, all the hill tribes, whether they are citizens of 
India or Myanmar, can travel within 16 km on either side of 
theIndo-Myanmar Border (IMB).

❖ They can cross the border by producing a border pass with 
a one-year validity issued by the competent authority and can 
stay up to two weeks per visit.

❖ The FMR was implemented in 2018 as part of the Central 
government’s Act East policy.

❖ This helps locals get more culturally assimilated with trans-
border villages through weddings, celebrating common 
festivals together, and trans-border trade.

❖ It is a reflection of the physical, ethnic, linguistic, cultural, and 
fraternal linkages among the trans-border villagers.



❖ The FMR had been scrapped to ensure internal 
security of the country and to maintain the 
demographic structure of the northeastern States

Familial and ethnic ties 

❖ The territorial limit of free movement then was 40 
km, which was reduced to 16 km in 2004, and 
additional regulations were enforced in 2016. 

❖ According to the new guidelines, a resident 
crossing the border from India to Myanmar will be 
given a “border pass” by the Assam Riffles for 
stay up to seven days in the neighbouring 
country. 

❖ The Assam Riffles is the primary border guarding 
force along the 1,643-km-long border with 
Myanmar .



New rules 

❖ For entry into India from Myanmar, individuals will have to report at the 
designated border crossing points and fill a form.

❖ The Assam Riffles will conduct the document inspection followed by a 
security and health check by the State police and health department 
officials.

❖ The Assam Riffles will upload all the forms on the Indo-Myanmar Border 
portal, record biometrics, and issue a border pass with a photograph of the 
applicant and a QR code.

❖ The pass will have to be deposited on return at the same crossing point 
before completion of seven days.



Disaster Management Bill and its potential lapses

Context

❖ The Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024, 
has sparked concerns regarding its impact on 
participatory governance and accountability.

❖ Critics argue that the Bill fails to address key gaps in 
the Disaster Management Act (DMA), 2005, and 
weakens provisions meant to ensure a holistic, inclusive, 
and efficient disaster management system.



Lapses in the Bill’s Provisions

❖ The Bill uses terms like ‘monitor’ and ‘guidelines’, which may undermine 
local communities' role as ‘first responders’, as emphasized in global 
frameworks such as the Sendai Framework. 

❖ A more collaborative approach using terms like ‘supervision’ would have 
fostered greater trust with local entities.

❖While the Bill defines concepts like 'hazard' and 'resilience', it ignores the 
critical role of local communities, panchayats, and NGOs in disaster 
management, evident in past disasters like Cyclone Aila and the 2013 
Kedarnath floods.

❖ The Bill neglects to address intersectional vulnerabilities, failing to 
recognize the compounded discrimination faced by women, disabled 
individuals, and marginalized communities during disasters, thus limiting the 
Bill's inclusivity.



❖ The Bill overlooks the death of animals in disasters, neglecting the 
responsibilities of Disaster Management Authorities (DMAs) in implementing 
the Animal Birth Control (ABC) Rules, 2023, and addressing the impact of 
disasters on wildlife.

Gaps in Regional and Urban Disaster Management

❖ The Bill fails to mention regional collaboration frameworks like SAARC, 
BIMSTEC, or BRICS, missing an opportunity to strengthen cross-border 
disaster response strategies in South Asia, especially in light of increasing 
zoonotic and epizootic diseases.

❖  The Bill does not encourage international collaboration or 
decentralization of responsibilities within the National Disaster 
Management Authority.

❖ A regional approach, as outlined in the 2011 SAARC Agreement on Rapid 
Response, could have improved disaster resilience across neighboring 
countries.
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